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for  the  year  1943. 
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A.  H.  Mitchell 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

Arthur  J.  Dennis, 

Certificatid  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 


REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
to  the  Borough  of  Tiverton 
For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1943. 


II.  St  Peter  Street, 

Tiverton, 

September ^  iQ44‘ 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending^  3iJ»t 
December,  1943. 

Area.  Although  the  Borough  covers  an  area  of  17,680 
acres,  the  Town  itself  covers  300  acres  only. 

Population.  Census  of  1931  was  9,611. 

Estimated  1943,  10,770. 

Inhabited  H  OUS0S.  Number  in  1943  2,943. 

Rateable  Value  is  ^'64,217. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Live  j  Legitimate  160 

92 

68 

Birth  Rate  : 

Births  1  Illegitimate  15 

6 

9 

i6'2  per  1000 

Still  Births  3 

2 

'  ) 

Rate  per  1000 
Legitimate  Births 

00 

Illegitimate  Still  Births 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

Nil 

Deaths  ...  135 

8s  1 

Death  Rate  ; 

50 

12-5  per  1000 

3 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth,  i  ;  Puerperal 
Sepsis  o;  other  causes  i.  Rate  per  looo  births  5'7.  The 
birth  rate  is  the  highest  recorded  for  many  years. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  i  year  of  age.  All  infants 
per  looo  live  births  ...  ...  ...  34’2 

Legitimate  infants  per  looo,  legitimate  live  births  37‘o 

Illegitimate  infants  per  looo,  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  ...  Nil 

,,  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  Nil 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  I2'i,  and 

the  Birth  Rate  i6’5.  The  Intantile  Death  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  49  per  1,000  live  Births. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  nor  excessive  mortality 
during  the  year. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

1 —  Nursing  in  the  Home.  No  change, 

2 —  There  is  one  Midwive  practising  in  the  Area,  in 
addition  to  the  four  district  nurses. 

3  —  Laboratory  Facilities — There  are  two  in  the  Area — 
the  County  Laboratory  and  that  connected  with  the  Royal 
Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital. 

4 — Hospitals.  There  are  two  in  the  Area.  The 
Tiverton  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  has  recently  been  exten¬ 
ded  to  accommodate  Scabies  and  Impetigo.  The  old  laundry 
block  being  used  for  this  purpose.  Also,  a  series  of  cubicles 
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has  been  opened  to  accommodate  observation  cases  and  also 
single  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Tiverton  and  District  Hospital  deals  with  surgical, 
medical  and  maternity  cases.  There  are  45  beds,  ii  of 
which  are  devoted  to  maternity  cases.  These  latter  have 
proved  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  increased  birth  rate  and 
the  influx  of  pregnant  evacuees.  At  times  accommodation 
in  other  sections,  notably  the  women’s  ward,  has  failed  and 
cases  have  been  diverted  to  the  Royal  Devon  &  Exeter 
Hospital  which  has  always  accepted  them. 

5 —  Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers. 
None  in  the  Area, 

6 —  Ambulance  Facilities.  No  change. 

7 —  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  : — 

Out-patient  departments  (under  control  of  the 
Local  Authority) — Nil. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  Anti- 
Natal  Clinic.  This  Clinic  is  open  once  weekly. 

The  attendances  for  1943  were  as  follows  : — 

Total  infants  attending  for  first  time  ...  ...  121 

,,  children,  1  to  5  years,  attending  for  first  time  ...  33 

Number  on  Register  at  end  of  year — Mothers  ...  269 

,,  ,,  ,,  Infants  ...  115 

,,  ,,  ,,  I  to  5  years  ...  175 

Number  of  attendances  during  1943 — Expectant  Mothers  16 
,,  ,,  ,,  Mothers  ...  2692 

,,  ,,  ,,  Infants  ...  2044 

,,  ,,  ,,  I  to  5  years  ...  728 
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The  Mothers  and  Children  have  had  supervision  and 
advice  both  at  the  Welfare  weekly  by  the  Medical  Officer 
and  the  Health  Visitor,  and  in  their  houses  by  the  Health 
Visitor.  Simple  treatment  has  been  g^iven  where  considered 
sufficient,  in  other  cases  the  mothers  were  referred  to  their 
private  doctor  for  treatment. 

The  ORTHOPiEDic  Clinic  was  iield  on  50  Tuesdays 
during  the  year — 12  sessions  by  the  Surgeon  and  38  by  the 
after-care  Sister. 


Number  on  Register,  1/1/43  .  .  ...  191 

,,  31,12/43  ...  ...  217 

Discharged  during  year  .  .  118 

New  Cases  : — School  Age  ...  ...  28 

Infants  ...  ...  30 

Voluntary  Cases 

(inch  Children  &  Adults)  78 

Discharged  ...  ...  ...  58 

No.  on  Register,  31/12/43  ...  ...  86 

Average  weekly  attendance  ...  ...  i6'4 


There  were  10  patients  of  school  age  from  Tiverton 
Borough  ;  the  Infants  from  the  Borough  coming  under 
the  County. 

The  treatment  given  seems  to  be  more  ajid  more  appre¬ 
ciated  by  the  parents  and  it  is  very  seldom  now  that  they 
refuse  to  bring  the  children. 

Some  of  the  elder  patients  have  been  trained  at  St. 
Loye’s  College  for  the  Disabled,  in  connection  with  the 
Clinic,  the  aim  being  the  complete  rehabilitation  of  the 
patients. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other 

Diseases. 


Scabies.  This  disease  was  practically  unknown  before 
evacuation  brought  it  to  Tiverton.  It  rapidly  became 
extremely  prevalent  chiefly  among  children.  The  fact 
that  it  was  also  common  among  the  troops  stationed  in 
the  area  made  it  much  more  difficult  to  control. 

Treatment  was  instituted  at  the  public  baths  for  mild 
cases  and  a  ward  in  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  was 
opened  fcu'  dealing  with  severe  and  infected  cases.  These 
proved  adequate  to  deal  with  known  cases,  but  owitig 
to  the  large  number  of  slight  cases  which  escape  observation, 
it  is  feared  that  Scabies  will  be  endeinic  in  the  area  for 
a  very  long  time  to  come. 


Diphtheria  Immunization.  The  campaign  to  protect 
all  children  against  Diphtheria  has  been  very  successful 
in  the  Borough — due  no  doubt  to  the  fact  that  immunization 
has  been  practised  in  this  district  since  1929,  and  the 
parents  are  accustomed  to  the  idea.  In  the  majority  of 
cases  their  consent  is  readily  obtained  and  often  the 
request  comes  in  the  first  case  from  the  parents. 

Since  the  institution  of  the  monthly  clinic  for  children 
under  school  age,  a  steady  number  have  attended. 

Provfded  the  opportunities  are  given,  there  would 
seem  to  be  no  need  for  compulsory  legislation,  but  a 
system  by  which  parents  were  reminded  when  the  child 
is  12  months  old  would  probably  prevent  some  of  the 
ommissions  which  now  occur. 
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Notifiable  Diseases. 


Age  Incidence. 


Puerperal 

ge  Period  Scarlet  Fever  Diphtheria  Pyrexia  Pneumonia  Erysipelas  Measles  Whooping  Cough 

ler  I  year 

CO 

LO 

ct 

LO 

0 

M 

VT) 

M 

M 

0 

VO 

0 

cs 

0 

LO 

cs 

0 

0 

CO 

0 

VO 

CO 

0 

< 

o 

O 

o 

0 

0 

4-4 

4-1 

4-4 

4-4 

■1^ 

.4-1 

.4-* 

4-4 

0 

LO 

0 

VO 

0 

O 

CO 

LO 

M 

CJ 

cs 

CO 

VO 


VO 

CO 


•O 

VO 


<u 
> 
O 

'O 

c 

oJ 

VO  lO 

vO 


cs 

cs 


<N 


VO 


VO 


x 

o3 

*-> 

O 


H 


8 


Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1943. 


NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Age  Period. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 

0 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F  M  F 

1 

5 

10 

3 ^ 

20 

25  21  *  I  _  I 

35_ I 

45 _ 

55 _ I _ I _ 

65  and  over  2 

Totals  62  22  I 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925).  No  action  taken. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  No  action  taken. 

I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  regret  at  the  untimely  death  of  our  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Mr.  F.  Langmead  during  the  year,  whose  valuable  work, 
more  especially  during  the  war  is  too  well  known  to 
require  emphasis  from  me. 

His  place  was  taken  by  Mr,  A.  J.  Dennis,  from  the 
Tiverton  R.D.C. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  NICHOLSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


to  the  Borough  of  Tiverton 
For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1943. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Tiverton. 

September  ^^944- 

To  THE  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report 
as  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Borougli  Council  of  Tiverton. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply.  The  water  supply  is  in  every  way 
most  satisfactory  as  proved  by  regular  bacteriolog^ical 
analyses.  The  additional  works  constructed  shortly  before 
the  war  have  enabled  the  exceptional  demands  of  the 
Services  and  Evacuees  to  be  fully  met  throughout  the 
difficult  periods. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse.  Despite 
depleted  staff  and  the  additional  work  involved  in  the 
collection  of  salvage,  the  regular  collections  have  been 
maintained. 


lO 


Closet  Accommodation.  Waler-flushed  closets  are  the 
rule  in  the  town  itself.  In  the  Rural  part  of  the  Borough 
the  water  or  chemical  closet  is  gradually  replacing  the  old 
earth  closet. 

Public  Lavatories.  There  are  five  for  men  and  five 
for  women  in  the  town. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  As  I  commenced 
my  duties  on  September  28th  last,  the  following  figures 
are  approximate  only,  but  as  accurate  as  possible  from 
the  information  available  ;  — 


Slaughter  Houses 

328 

VV.C.  Accommodation 

240 

F'ood  Shops,  etc. 

228 

Dairies,  Cow’sheds  and  Milk 

Shops 

218 

Drains  Tested  ... 

. . . 

1 0 

Drains  Inspected 

131 

Bakehouses 

63 

Complaints  (various) 

80 

Infectious  Diseases 

30 

Factories  and  Workshops 

. . . 

68 

Urinals 

45 

Water  Supplies 

— 

90 

Rodent  Destruction 

.  .  . 

14 

Verminous  Premises 

29 

Houses  Inspected 

68 

Re-Visits 

121 

Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Ins 

pections  ... 

1 10 

Total 

1873 

Sanitary  Work  executed  during  the  Year.  Littk 
has  been  done  in  this  direction,  except  really  urgent 
matters  which  have  all  been  dealt  with  without  resorting 
to  formal  action.  The  most  outstanding  item  being  the 
replacement  of  defective  wooden  floors — 50  at  least  having 
been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Smoke  Abatement.  No  action  required. 


Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by 

Byelaws  and  Regulations. 


There  are  no  offensive  trades. 


Registered  Workshops. 

Tailors 

Bakers 

Milliners  and  Dressmakers 

Saddlery 

Joinery 

Boot  Making 

Smiths 

Other  Trades 


Other  Matters. 


7 

12 

8 

3 

3 

3 

4 
9 

49 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 


Nil 


Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  5 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspectors  as 

remediable  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  i 


Underground  Bakehouses 


Nil 


I  2 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Inspections  Notices  Prosecutions 


Factories 

28 

I 

Nil 

Workshops... 

20 

3 

Nil 

Workplaces 

20 

I 

Nil 

Total 

68 

5 

Nil 

Defects.  Eight  cases  of  want  of  cleanliness  were 
discovered  and  all  rectified  by  informal  action. 


Housing. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  with  limited  works 
of  repair,  and  all  essential  work  is  insisted  upon.  The 
general  situation  however  is  serious,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  really  vital 
work  of  re-housing  will  be  commenced. 

The  large  empty  houses  in  the  Borough  have  been 
requisitioned  by  the  Military,  and  Evacuees,  both  official 
and  unofficial,  fill  the  remaining  accommodation. 

Sixteen  Cottages  in  respect  of  which  signed  Under¬ 
takings  not  to  re-let  were  given,  are  now  occupied  either 
by  their  regular  tenants  or  evacuees,  but  all  under  Licetice 
issued  by  my  Council. 

Due  to  lack  of  material  and  labour,  a  large  percentage 
of  the  Cottage  property  in  Tiverton  is  in  a  bad  state 
of  repair.  Overcrowding  is  also  common. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply.  The  quality  is  very  good,  and  on 
the  whole  it  complied  with  a  satisfactory  standard  of 
cleanliness.  Genuine  attempts  are  being  made  to  comply 
with  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  farmers  are  now  having  their  sheds  adapted 
in  order  to  qualify  fiu'  a  Designated  Licence. 


There  are  Three  T.T.  and  Nine  Accredited  Producers. 


The  bulk  of  the  Milk  retailed  in  the  town  is  T.T. 
or  Pastuerised,  and  the  Schools  are  supplied  with  Pastuerised 
Milk. 

Samples  of  Milk  are  regularly  submitted  to  the  County 
Bacteriological  Laboratory  and  any  unsatisfactory  results 
are  followed  up  until  the  cause  is  found  and  rectified. 

Meat  and  other  Foods.  All  carcases  are  inspected 
and  regular  inspections  of  butcher  shops,  stalls,  etc.,  are 
made. 


The  number  of  animals  examined  since  my  appointment 
are  as  follows:  — 


Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Sows 

Bulls 

September 

72 

00 

203 

4 

2 

I 

October 

95 

210 

365 

1 1 

4 

0 

November 

71 

208 

628 

17 

2 

0 

December 

45 

128 

454 

27 

3 

I 

H 


The  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  food 
during  this  period  was  as  follows  ; — 


September 

Tons 

I 

Cwts. 

»5 

Qrs. 

I 

Lbs 

25 

October 

I 

1  o 

O 

10 

November 

I 

‘4 

3 

H 

December 

I 

I 

2 

1 1 

All  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  Public 
Abattoir. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of  the 
Elementary  Sdhools  are  satisfactory. 


I  remain, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  J.  DENNIS, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Meat  and  Food  Inspector , 


%..•*  f,  -t  • . 
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